
rilS llnt,xt St.tpt.ts

clavs of a Beijing sprit.tg, they sor-rght to crush, all at oncc, cycles ancl dignity
,,,-r.l 

"hn,",g" 
i.,g"tt-,"..'ihcy mlght as ezrsily have sor-rgl-rt to stoP the_circling'

,o.,.,.1 the .rr-r, <r{, "u.th', revolution. For as each sprir"rg comes round, the old

faclc ancl the young cluicken. Ancl every clay throughout china, tl.re r,vhcels of
freedom roll.

Qu nsrr oN s

l. Strd>cigl-r's nragazi1lc assigntnettt $'as to clcPict itncl analVzc the role ol bicvclcs i|r

.u.|"r,.,-.l,,r,ChinLr. What iml)ortlnt rolcs ckres thc bicycle Play? \Vhich clo Vor-t thinli arc

.rost irr'o;tart-to Strcb.ig6? t. t6c Chirrcse 
'co'1t: 

ht: ilttcrvicu'ccl?

2. 'l'hc airiclc is titlccl "'l hc \,Vhccls ol Frccclor.r'r." \,Vhv? \Vhat rclationshiP ht:tu'cctr

bicvcles ancl I rcc<lottt clocs tltc c'ssav sttggcst?

-3. Writc altor-rt uu intl)ortaut P|oclttct or artifact in Arllericatr cttltrtre, analVzing its sig-

niIicancc to its tlscrs rttlcl' il'rclcvllrlt, to yotrrscll'

Brrrn. s ,.npr.r'rs lilack Men ond Public Space

y r 
juts r' \/tct t lt'l \\ils it \'voman-lr'hitc, rvcll clressctl,

proballlv in hcr early trventies. I camc upon her lzrtt'

.r,-r" "uc,li,-tg 
ou a clescrtcd street in Hyde Parli, it

rclativcly af{lr.rcnt neighborhood in an otherwist'
mcun, irt-tpovcrishccl section of Chicag<-r' As I swr-rrrg

onto thc avcnuc bchir-rd hcr, there seemed to l>c lt

cliscreet, uninflammatory dista.ce betr.veen us. Not so. Shc cast back a r'r'()t'-

riecl glance.'ftr hcr, the 1,gungisl-r bl4cli man-a broad sir fect trl'o inchcs r'vitlr

o b"o'..l and billorving l-rui., t utt-t hands sho\'ed into thc pochets of a bulhy nrili-
tary jacket-r""-".1-,.,"r",-racingly close. After a fcn' more quich glimpscs, slrt'

pi"'t"a up her pace ar-rcl ,"u. ,,rni-r running in earncst. Within seconcls shc tlis-
opp"u.".i into a cross street.

That was more than a clccacle zrg<1, I rvas twenty-tvl'o ycars olcl, a graclttltlt''

stuclent ncrvly arrivecl at the Univcrsity of Chicago. It u'as in the echo olt tltrtl

terrificcl rvoman's footfalls that I first began to knou'the ur.Ivieldy inhcritittr<'t'
I'cl come into-the ability to altcr pr-rblic space in ugly vr''ays. It r,vas clcar thlt slrt'

thought herself the qunrry of a mugger, a rerpist, or worse. Suff'ering a bottt ol'

insorirniar, hou,evcr, I $,as stalking rl""p, nclt clefcnselcss rvaylarcrs. As ir sol'l t'

u,ho is scarcely able to takc a hnilte to a raw chicl<en-lct alonc holtl otrt' ltt ll

Oricirtallt, q.tlteurctl iru I IurPt'r': Nl.rg.rzint' 1l)ttt'nthct 1986), tttr t\nrcrit'trtt ttrtttrlltlr llt'rl
c:ottlitttrcsjls ltissiotr 1,,"c'rli,l,,rr' t/,a irt,,"t (l//r/ /r/(1i\ itt ltrlilit', \( i{''1((" Lttt.(.1 lltt'tttl\ llltt!

tlrita ottr ttttlirtttttl (ottI'(ttLtlit)tt /ir('('\\r/-l ttttr /rilr't ittttttltttt'rlr'rl irilrr l)ittrtllt'l Itttt''
i;r,,,"i,..gLl1rip lllrrtl,irptl\\lrilr,1l()().1),rrtr rttt,tti/ rt itrtt)ttt',ttr,'ttr,'it "/S/,t1'/t'tt lrtttttrrltt''
tr'rrr. rri'il/rr'tt,'r', /','lrirtt lrrtttirt' lltrrt tltt'ttjtl''' lti: r"t rtltt'ltr'1t1 1"'1''1lt Lrttrl t tttttr'tttttl ltl\
ltt,llt,'t's r iolr'ttl rlr':lt ttr l)rttt

lJr,,rcr r NillN,,r,"t o Puut-tc; St',tcr t

pcrson's throat-l lv:ts surprised, embarrassed, ancl dismaycrl all at oncc. IIer
ilight madc me feel likc an accomplice in tvrernnv. It also rnadc it clear that I rvas
inclistinguishable from thc muggers r,vho occasionally seepecl into the area from
thc surrounding ghetto.'l'hat first encounter, and those that follou'ed, significd
that a vast, unncrving gulf lay betu,ecn nighttirnc pedestrians-particularly
\\'omen-and me. Ancl I soon gathcrcd that bcing perceivcd as dangerous is :t

lrlzarcl in itself. I onl,v needecl to turn a corncr into a cliccv situtttion, or crorvcl
sor-ne frightcnecl, etnned person in a lbyer somcwhere' or make an errant move
rrltcr being pulled over by a policeman. Where l'c:rr ar"rd \rycapons meet-and
tlrcv often do in urban Amcrica-therc is alrvavs thc possibility of death.

In that {irst year, my first au,ay from my hometolr'n, I wets to bccome thor-
,,rrghly familiar u,ith the languagc ol fear. At clark, sl-radorvv interscctions, I
,,trtrlcl cross in front o1'a car stoppcd at a traf{ic light ancl elicit thc thwk,
tltrrnl<, tluutl<, thttnk o1 the clriver-black, r'r'l-ritc, m:tle, or I'emale-hammeritrg
rlorrn the cloor locks. On less travclcd streets altter dark, I grerv accustomed to
lrrrt ncver cornfortable r'vith pcople crossing to thc other side ol the strect
r;rt hcr than pass mc. Then therc u,ere the stanclard unPlcasantries rvith police-
nrt,rr, cloormen, bouncers, cetbdrivcrs, and othcrs $'hose bllsiness it is to screen
rrrr{ tr<rublcsome inclividuals befctre there is any nttstiness'

I moved to Nclr, York ncarly t$'o years ago ar-rd I hilve remained an avicl
nirilrt rvalher. ln ccntral Nlanhattan, the ncar-constitnt crou'cl covcr minimircs
t( nsc onc-on-onLr strcet encountcrs. Elseu'hcrc-in SoHo, firr erample, u'here
,,i,lt'u,alks are narro\\'and tightly spacecl buildings shut ottt the sky-things
' ,ul gct vcry taut indccd.

,\l'tcr clerrk, on the rvarrenlihe streets of Brooklyn lvhere I livc' I often scc
\\r)r)l('n rvho fear thc r'r,orst from me..l'hev sccm to havc set their faces on neu-
I r , r l, rr ntl u'ith their purse straps strllng across their chcsts banclolicr-style, thcv
l,,r 1it' rrhcad as though bracing thcmselves against being taclilecl. I understand,
rrl t ourSC, that the danger thev pcrceive is not a herllucination. Women :rre
l,.rrtit'ularly vulncrable to street violcnce, ar-rd voung black males are drasti-
, .rllr olclreprcscntecl among the perpctrators of that violence. Yct these truths
,,r,' rro solace against the kind of alienation that comcs of being cver the sus-

1,,', l,;r lcarsome cntit,vrvith r'r'hom pc'clestritrns avoid maliing evc contact.
ll is r-rot altogethcr cleetr to mc hou' I reachcd the ripc olcl age of t\4'entY-t$'o

* rtlrorrt lrcir-rg conscious o{ the lethality nighttimc pcclestrians attributed to me.
l', rlr;rps it vlas becausc ir-r Chester, Pcnnsylvania, the small, angr,v ir-rclustrial
r, ,\\ n \\ lrcrc I camc of age in thc 1960s, I u,as scarcely noticeable ag:rinst a back-
,lr,,l, ol garre rvarlare, street kr-rilings, ar-rcl murclers. I grcr,r'uP onc of the good
1,,,1 ,,, Irir<l pcrhaps a half-dozcn fistfights. In retrospcct, mv shvncss of cornbat
l',., , lt':tl soLIrccs.

\s rr lroy, I san,countless tough guys loclied a\4'a\'; I have sincc buried scv-
, r,rl, to().'l'hcv r'r,cre babies, rcally-a tccnerlle cousin, a brothcr ol tu'enty-tuo,
,,l,rlrllroorl |r'icncl in his rnicl-tu'cnties-all gone clovyn in ePisoclcs ol bravaclo

1,1 rr,.,lorrl irr tlrc strccts. I came to cloubt thc virtues of intimiciation earlv on'
I , lr,r,,r,, Pt'r'lrlps unconsciously, to rcmailr a sl"raclorr,-tin-rid, but it suryir'oL.

I lrr, lt,rrrsortrt'rrt'ss rrristirl'cnlv attribr-rtccl to nrc in ptrblic placcs often has
, 1,, r rl,,rs llrrvor'. 'l'lrt' rrrosl llightt'rring ol (lrt'st' cotrl'ttsiotts occLtrrccl irr tl-rc
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late 1970s and earrv J9g0s, u'hen I worlied as a journalist in chicago. one crar,,rushi'g into the office of a magazine I rv;rs *,riting for *,ith " d;il;r;;;hand' I *'as mistaken f.r a burglar. r'he office Jor.,og". ""ir"J'"."r;;,;;;:*'ith an erd hocr posse' pursued me through the labv.i,.,thine hails, nearrv tom-v editor's d,or. I had^no *'av of proving ,r,hn t tr,,r. i ";;rd;;"lv mo'c briskrvtou,arcl the company of someone ,l,ho k,r.u, ,ne.
Another tinre I *'as on assignment frrr a local paper and kiling time beforean inte^'ie*,. I entered a je*,err1, store on the city,s affluent Near North Side.The proprietor excused herself ind returncd ,r,i,r, .,-""..-.", ,"a Doberrnanpinsch_er srra'rining :rt the encr of a reasrr. She stood, tt.," a,rg |ri"r-,cled torvardme, silent to mv questions, her er,es bulging nearrv out of- her heacr. I took acursory look arouncl, noclded, andbade il;.;.J;;gh;.' " ' " '

10 Relativelv speaking, honerer, I never {nrecl as b'u,il" u, another blacri marejournalist. He'ent to ne.rbr,\\/aukegan, Iilinois, 
" """pr" "ir"rnmcrs ago to*ork on r stor\ urlout a nrrrrdcrer *ho rrrrs born therc. \ristaking lhc rcporterfor tl.re killer, police officers hauled him from h';,,;. r;;;;;;tnt ancr but fbrhis press credentiars *'ould probarrrl, ha'e tried to book him. iucl.r episocres arenot uncommon. Black mcn trade tales like this all thc timc.o'er the 1'e.rs, I learnecr to smother the rage I felt at ,o nft",, being takenfor a criminal. Not to do so u-oulcl surcrv ha'e lld tn -r,l,r".r- i,-,nro.take pre-cautions to make mvse.rf ress thre_atenir-ri. I -ur," about n.ith c:ire, particularr'late in the e'ening. I give a r.vide berth ,n .,"run,-,, peoplc on sub*,a'platfbrmsduring the rvee hours,.particularrv 

'r,hen t hou" 
"r"1,u,rg"a-rr".J""r. crothes forjeans. If I happen to be enrering a building bchincl .;; ;;;b *,ho appearsliittish, I ma1' n'alk by, letting the- .1",r, the lobbv bcfore LJa,,.r.,, so as notto seem to be follou'ing them. I ha'e becn ciirm aid "rrr"nr"t"lnngenial onthose r.re occasions'r,hen I'r,e been pullecl ",".;r;';h" ir;i;''' 

'

And on late-evening constitutioniils I cmplo1,.q,-h"t h,r, pror.d to be an excel_ler-rt tension-reducing measure: I u,histle merocries from Beethor.en and vivardiand the more popular classical composcrs. Even stecll, Neu, yorhers hunchingto*'ard nightti're destinations ,""- tu rclax, and n""orio,_,utt1. ti,,;;;r,;;j;,;frthe tune. virtualll'e'er1'bocl1, seems to scnse that u ,-,.,.,gg". .,,ro.,i.i"i rr" *.arblingbright, sunn-v selections I'rom vivaldi'.s Fotr Seasons.. ii'i. -l,cquiual"nt of theco*,bell that hikers *,ear u.hen thev kno*.thcr-are i" b"r;.;";;;'
l. For a particular purposci irr.rprovisccl.
2' \\brk bv cor.r.rposer Antonio \/ivardi (r 67g-r74r ), cclebrating rhc scasons.

Qursr,rons
l Staples rr ritcs of situations li,qhtlr'Percei''ccl as thrcatcnir-rg ar-rcl ,l sitLr.ti,,s n-rispcrcciiecl as thl'caterlirrg. (Jire sPecilic instilnces oleacl-r nn,l t"l'i hnr' tlr.r.nr" relatecl.
2 Staples's essat'c.lltaitls a rli\t11re of ragc. ancl hunror. Does this rnir clistract fr.m orcontributc to the seriorrsncss ol the ntattcr)
'l \\/rite of il situation in *'hich sonrcorc *'as rvr,ngl'pcrceir.ecl :rs trrreatening.
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